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In all the states, the revolution was followed by a reaction; the
lay governments, as after the Restoration, made alliance with the
Church authorities and by a more methodical alliance than in
1814. The socialist movement of 1848 had alarmed the middle
classes and decided them to appeal to the Conservative power of
the clergy.* Irreligion, which had gone out of fashion among
the nobility after the Revolution of 1793, went out of fashion in
the middle classes after the Revolution of 1848; in all the Cath-
olic countries f religion became, and has remained, a worldly
obligation, a part of good education and the fashion of good
sociSty. The Catholic party used these conditions to increase
the power of the clergy. In France it secured the liberty of
secondary education and Catholic primary schools (1850). Later,
under Napoleon IPL, it gained the favour of the government. In
Prussia the state resigned to the bishops the control of their clergy
and their colleges (see p. 491). In the small German states
a series of long and complicated negotiations succeeded in estab-
lishing a similar system. In Austria the Holy See secured the
abandonment of Josephism in 1850, then the Concordat of 1855,
the first in which the government of a great state recognised that
the Church held its rights, not as a concession from the lay power,
but " by divine institution and canon law." State criminal juris-

to keep the nations in the profession of the Catholic faith is to keep them
in the communion and in obedience to the Pope. The modern enemies of
God and of human society also do their utmost to draw away the Italian
peoples from obedience to us," As for the princes, " they see that the
diminution of the authority of the bishops and the increasing contempt for
divine and Church precepts that are violated with impunity have equally
diminished the obedience of the people to lay authority and opened to the
enemies of public peace an easier means of inciting sedition against the
prince They also see that by seizing, confiscating, and publicly selling
temporal property lawfully belonging to the Church, respect for property
consecrated to a religious purpose has been weakened among the people,
who are thus disposed to listen more readily to the partisan of socialism
and communism, threatening to seize and divide or make common other
forms of property/'

* Louis Veuillot, director of the Catholic paper the Unvuerst thus form-
ulated the policy of Thiers, head of the Orleanist-Catholic coalition: " He
would like to-day to fortify the party of smug and thorough-going revolu-
tionists, of which he is the leader, by a body of gendarmes in cassocks, on
account of the manifest insufficiency of the others."

t A similar evolution has taken place in the Protestant countries, espe-
cially in England. In the Orthodox countries of eastern Europe, religious
indifference has remained the fashion in cultivated society.